Gill 5ans. a rypeface inspired by Edward |ohnston's type for the
Lomdon Underground Railroad of 1916, was designed by Eric Gill
in 1928, S@ndey Morison, who had seen Gill's letters on a store front
sign, urged the designer to develop the letters into a typeface.
Meorison's foresight resulted in the design and release of Gill Sans
by Monctype in 1929, It quickly became the most popular sans-serif
typeface in Great Britain. This typeface s chought to be Gill's most
significant design accomplishment.

Gill 3ans is a humanist face meticulously patterned after chassic
roman character proportions; this gained it a reputation as the most

legible san-serif design of the time. It is interesting to note that Gill

)

sans is wery similar in structure o Perpetua, ancther of Gill's most
popular type designs.As a teet face, however, Gill 3ans s not without
flawes. It has been criticized for having a book weight that is too heavy
and a light weeight that is too light for running text¥When set as text,
Gill 3ans is infermal and friendly in appearance. It was designed in
four weights, italics [slanted roman letters), a condensed face and
Gill Shadow, a three-dimensional wersicn,

some of the more distinctive earmarks that characterize this face

are an M with a high, poinved central junction; an R with a curved

leg: a | with a short @il; and a V¥ and ¥ with pointed bases. In the
italic, the stem and the bowl of the p overlap and the a is a single-
storied letoer,

While Gill 3ans is not as popular among ypegraphic designers as
it cnce was, it is still adventurously used by designers for a wide
variety of applications. The kegibilicy and visual resonance of the face

provide Gill 3ans with a permanent home in type specmen books,
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Gill Sans, a typefoce inspired by Edward Johnston's type for the London Underground
Railroad of 1916, was designed by Eric Gill in |928. Stanley Morison, who had
seen Gill's letters on a store front sign, urged the designer to develop the letters
into a typeface. Morison’s foresight resulted in the design and release of Gill
Sans by Monotype in 1929. It quickly became the most popular sans-serif
typeface in Great Britain. This typefoce is thought to be Gill's mest significant
design occomplishment.

Gill Sans is a humanist foce meticulously patterned after dassic roman character
proportions; this gained it o reputation as the most legible san-serif design of
the time. It is interesting to note that Gill 5ans is very similar in structure to
Perpetua, another of Gills most popular type designs. As a text face, however,
Gill Sans is not without fTaws. It has been eriticized for having o book weight
that is too heavy ond o light weight that is too light for running text. When set
as text, Gill Sans i informal and friendly in appearance. It was designed in four
wieights, itales (slanted roman letters), a condensed face andiGilhbhadow, a

| overiap and the a is o single-storied letter.

While Gil Sans is not as pepular amang typographic designers as n
it is still odventurously used by designers for o wide variety of nppr-:n-
legibdity and viswal resonance of the foce provide Gill Sans with a pe
home in type specimen books.
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